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ment and support of our Colleges aaa Theological Seminaries, 
I regard as. the highest and most efficacious. charities which 
Churchmen.can bestow... -g¢2. °° Wy 

But, in the present state of society, ici: is a desideratum to. 
be attained, before these mstitutions can produce the’ effects of 
which they are susceptible, i in training up a learned-and-adequate 
Ministry for our » -Chureh. >’ * The sacred. ‘ae holds , out few 
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Jarge,; I now beg leave to offer my congratulations to the Profes- 
sors of the Institution, on the auspicious return of this, its elev- 
enth anniversary, and on the eminent success. of their labors in 


the cause of theological education: Their learning, zeal, indus- — 
try, and weight of character, aided: by the judicious arrange=" 


ments of the Standing Committee of the Trustees of the Semi- 
nary, have conquered the objections arising from its location in. 
an*expensive and populous city, and havevattracted a goodly 
number of students tovits halls. It gives me unfeigned pleasure 
to- state. that, for- the: ‘past. year, fifteen candidates. for~Holy- 
Orders from. ‘the Diocese of- Connecticut, and nearly an equal 


number. of the alumni of Washington College, have been enrol- 


led among its members... “The ‘examinations which have just 
_ been held, have afforded ‘gratifying evidence of the fidelity. with 
" which the Tnstructers- have discharged. their trusts, as. well as of 
the industry and intelligence. of the’ students. ” Under such aus 


pices, we may reasonably Took: forward to the i Increasing. pros- — 


perity- and usefulness: ‘of the ‘Tnstitution j—especially: when more 
adequate - provision | “shall have been made for. ailing the educa- 
tion of | young men designed for Holy Orders... AM 


But the’ océasion ’ on eh we are asseinbled aconpnitiie me - 


that, F should: address’ thyself more particularly. to our younger 
~ Brethren, who have now completed their public course: of theo~ 
logical. eduéation, and are soon to enter on-the. responsible 
duties.of the Sacred” Ministry. “A few: remarks on the: qualifi- 
cations. required. for the successful ‘exercise of that” holy: office, 
me cannot be unsuited’ to 1 the- present ‘interesting. period in “their 

lives. ‘They may bé equally: applicable’ to the: situation of ‘the 

remaining” “pupils of the Seminary; and .may. perhaps serve to 
lead ‘the “minds of my reverend, Brethren, now: eee: to a 


ry . ~ 


train of salutary. reflections..." = Sot" = 


-a ‘Phe Priest’s lips should: keep linowledad'? says oh prophet 


; Malachi;’ “for he-is the. ‘messenger: of the Lorp of Hosts ;” and 
. the people “seek thelaw at his: mouth: sage “Every: scribe. which 
is ‘instructed unto. the. kingdoni of heaven,” says the. Saviour, 
‘is like unto a man‘ that is a householder » which bringeth forth 
ont.of his treasure things new. and old? * OAL compétent store of 
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knowledge, therefore, is a primary qualification for the Ministry. 
To impart this knewledge is the great end for which Theological 
Seminaries are established. It has long been held as a maxim, 
that the orator shouldbe well instructed in all the arts and 
sciences. ‘The same may be said of the Minister of the Gospel. 
' The first preachers of Christianity. were miraculously endued 
with the gift of tongues, and ‘were divinely inspired with all other 


knowledge necessary, to their calling: ~ But supernatural gifts 


have ceased, since ‘they: are ho longer necessary in the Church j. 
and a course of diligent and careful study must now ‘supply. the | 
place of - inspiration. A: liberal education. an* human ‘learning 
constitutes a “necessary” foundation ‘for the successful study of 
Theology: ~ The. science -of Theology itself requires long and 
laborious investigation, for ait comprehends . all ‘the knowledge _ 
which contributes. to: establish. the “truth ‘of our ‘religion, ‘which 
may serve to illustrate its ‘doctrines, or which: may aid im com- 
2 mending those. doctrines’ ‘to the understandings” ‘and: the con- . 
‘sciences of ‘men. “ ‘The sacred Seriptures’ are the. great source 
and fountain: of all religious knowledge ; and: they should be 
pondered with diligence and patience, 1 with. sincerity and humil- 
ity, and: with fervent 4 ‘sprayers. The original: languages i in which 


~ they were composed must be: carefully. studied; and all the lights 


of biblical learning | must be*collected to illustrate the-true senti- — 
ments and meaning ofthe’ inspired writers. | A thorough know- 
ledge.of 1 thé, character, and: the: history of the “A ewish nation its 
memorable transactions, its 4 policy, laws, manners, €ustoms, and 
_ ceremonies,» to. which: such’ frequent allusions ~ane made by | the ‘ 
sacred penmen ; an acquaintance with’ the history. of. the s sur- 
rounding nations of ‘which ‘they speak ; sand an especial. know- - 
ledge ofall the important events connected: with the’ establishment 
‘and: propagation of Christianity, from the- period « of the Saviour” s 
appearance on ‘the earth tothe present day; 3 all. these: are éssen- 
trally necessary to the proper understanding of the holy Serip- 
tures, and to the comprehension. of thé true import and character 
of the Chr istian religion. ‘To convert, or confute the infidel, a 
profound knowledge of the evidences of Christianity i is necessary. 
Ana acquaintance with fh polemic Theology. may be useful, in putting 


% 

to silence the gainsayer. And to defend the Church against the 
assaults of other religious: denominations, it is necessar y to be 
well acquainted with her distinctive principles, and the reasons 
on which they are grounded; and to be thoroughly versed in the 
excellenéiés ‘of her: ‘constitution, discipline, and worship. All 
this information. is not to ‘be-obtained «without ‘long and arduous 
study. The instructions of ‘the Theological Seminary ’ afford 
but an introduction to it: _ They “do: but open an unbounded 
field of knowledge, which is to be afterward more fully explored, 

as time may be, afforded, and as:epportunity may-be presented. 

. Think. not, however, ‘that. ‘Twould récommend a display of 
critical learning, i in the exercises of the pulpit, or in the perform- 
ance of any of the ordinary duties of the pastoral office: the 
“Gospel of salvation isto: be. taught in all its simplicity. — Its 
great truths. are, declared “to be so plat, that “the. way-faring 
men, “though fools, shall: not err-therein ;’ : ’- ahd: to be written in 
‘characters so legible. “thats he. who* runs ‘may read.” For the 
purposes: ‘of common. pastoral instruction, therefore, there is no 
néed’ of exploring the learned. mazes of commentators, and 

critics nor of diving into: the-depths. of speculative systems: of - 
* theology. But the man of. ‘Gop must be. thoroughly. furnished 
with sacred learning, that he. may — himself: the more clearly 
understand: the Christian system ; that be may be the better able’ 
to confute the: skeptic and. the gainsayer 5 and that he: may be 
the more: ‘ready. always;..to- give an answer to every‘man- that 
asketh ‘him a reason of the. hope. that is in hime’; Ft ee 
Butt the great ‘object of the Christian Ministry i is to induce | 
‘men. to embrace the » way. of § salvation by J ESUS Curist: “Go 
ye into all the. world, and: “preach the Gospel: to every creature. — 
He that’ believeth and i is. baptized” ‘shall. be Saved ;. but he that 
believeth not. Shall be. damned.” ‘Such is the- tenor of the 
Saviour’s commission ‘to his Apostles; and through them to 
their successors in the Ministry, i in all after 2 ages of the Church 
—f even. unto t the énd of the world.” * Now. to: accomplish this 
‘high object of his. calling, it is not sufficient that the minister of 
thé’ Gospel. be well- ‘instructed himself, in human. and sacred 
learning : he. should: be. able to apply his nomads. success: 
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fully to the purposes of pastoral instruction: he must be able 
so to communicate his thoughts to others, as to convince: their 
understandings and -affect their hearts. In os he should be 
eloquent. Sie 

I am aware that an timeline value is sometimes axeritied to the 
eloquence of the pulpit, and ‘that: crowds will o¢casionally be 
attracted to the house of public worship, by a popular preacher, 
> from thé samé motives:of idle curiosity and love of amusement, 
which would carry them to the theatre. J am also aware that 
empty’ declamation, «when set off bya good voice” and graceful 
delivery, not unfrequently passes. current, with the multitude, 
‘for genuine-eloquence. Under the influence of such. consider-_ 
, ations, I am apprehensive that many of our Clergy; and-candi- 


dates’ for Holy Orders, have been induced to regard pulpit - ; 


eloquence’.as a’mere showy and. deceptive act, unworthy of 
their serious attention. . Perhaps, too, the studies-of the Theo- 
logical Seminary, by opening” to the student the rich stores of 
knowledge, may lead hior: ‘to set -an undue estimate ‘upon mere 
learning, and to‘regard every other qualification 1 for the ip 
office as frivolous and unsubstantial. Lee bast 
But by the: eloquence of the pulpit Pato not: mean mere” 
frothy declamation: I donot mean the cénstructing of harmo- 
“nious periods, adorning them with flowers and imagery, and 
uttering ther with «theatrical display,’ to amuse the fancy. 
When Aaron, ‘the first high _priest, was chosen of Gop to be an 
assistant to his servant Moses, and to be his: “ ‘ spokesman unto 
' the people,” I know that he can speak well, ” was assigned as 
a reason for his appointment. To “ speak well, » then, is the. P 
Scriptural’ idea of €loquence. © In this sense, Apollos is com- 
mended as an “eloquent: man” as well, as ae ee in the 
Scriptures.” 5 ees tn : 
Fortified by such authority, I do not’ hiegtife td vapehuieigt 
to our candidates for orders, as well as to’ our clergy generally, 
a sedulous attention to thé composition. and style of their dis~ 
courses, as well as to the. cultivation of a forcible andagreeable 
delivery. . Indeed the very end of public discourses: from the 
pulpit supposes a proper regard to these objects 5 for howe else” 
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shall we expect to \convince. the understandings, move the 
affeetions, and influence the*wills of men ? | 
The foundation. of all ‘true éléquence must be laid in a 
thorough knowledge of the. subject under discussion. Without 
possessing’ - -thi owledge ourselves, it is impossible. that we 
should ever-be able: to address ourselves effectually, to the under- 
standings of others.” “The. great ‘objects. of preaching are to. 
“convert sinners to the faith: ‘and ‘practice-of the Gospel, and to 
induce Christians to leadva a more holy life. . Every part of a 
discourse should be so: framed, in regard to sentiment and-style, 
and so enforced by. the power of eloquence, as ta. contribute to 
. these objects. The statement and explanation of a- “subject 
shouldbe clear’ and- plain, ina style simple and_perspicuous, 
and-delivered in a ‘calm and. deliberate. manner. . The argu- 
_mentative portions of a diseourse, should be sound and clear, 
and expressed in. forcible. -and_ earnest. language ;—free from 
learned criticism and conceit, if drawn from Scripture; and 
unincumbered with metaphysical subtleties, if deduced ‘from the 
common ‘principles. of the understanding. . Difficulties and 
objections should not be started for-the purpose: of showing off 
the preacher’s adroitness. in refuting them. “Even when intro- 
- duced under éireumstances more creditable to his’ raodesty, it 
_ sometimes. happens that the objection, | from its very novelty, 
teayesa stronger impression on the minds of the unlearned part 
oe the audience, ‘than the refutation which accompanies it, and 
ate S. distressing doubts in tender conseiences, where formerly 
all “was peace. Seldom will: ‘controversial preaching be found 
profitable. A congregation is: ‘to be preserved ‘from religious 
errors, not so much by directly: combatting those errers, as by 
@ faithful ‘exhibition’ of the truths that stand opposed to them. 
I do not mean to-say that more direct controversy ‘is always to 
_ be excluded from the pulpit. When the error respects a funda- 
“mental doctrine of the Christian faith ; when it.is propagated 
. with a proselyting zeal, and appears to be spreading i in the com- 
munity, it may sometimes be the part of duty-to’ confront it 
* boldly and directly, and: to ‘‘ contend earnestly for the faith 
which was oncesdelivered unto the saints.” Mach of religious 
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controversy, however, is: about unimportant questions, which 
gender strife rather than godlyedifying. ~ ‘The end 6f the 
commandment is charity, 6ut of a*pure heart, and of a good 
conscience, and of faith unfeigned.” 7 i 

But the efforts of the Christian ate not. so. *s 
taxed to convince. men of the truths of the Gospel, as toinduce 
them.-to, embrace’ the Way of salvation which it unfolds, and 
perform the duties ibrequires. To. ‘this ‘end, all the powers of - 
moral suasion should be exerted, sand the strongest appeals 
should be made to the hearts. and the consciences of men. | 

They should. be aroused to a consciousness of their lost condi- 
_ tion by nature ; ‘their affections of love-and.gratitude to Gop, 
should be excited by a lively exhibition of the way of ‘salvation 
through his Son; their hopes and their feats should be called 
into action by considerations ‘connected with their everlasting 
destiny. Their rational powers, ‘indeed, are not to be under- 
valued, because their feelings and their wills are most readily 
influenced, by first securing ‘the sanction of their judgment. 
But man is a complex being, and addresses to his intellect and 
his. passions may often be happily blended together ; and-he 
who would exert a.commanding influence over, his si otal 
seek to obtain the concurrence of both. 

» Lhe appropriate « characteristics of the eloquence. e: the ‘piilpt 
are gravity and earnestness. The former.is naturally dictated 
by the solemn nature ofthe subjects of discussion, as well as by 
the dignity of the ministerial . office. The latter is necessd sary 
produce a due effect on the, hearer, and is immediately pro apt e 
by a consideration of the everlasting interests which are at stake. 
This gravity: and earnestness. should be really felt by the 
preacher ; and not-assumed for the purpose of commending. 
himself to. the admiration of his hearers. The glory of Gop, 
and the. ‘good of mankind, are the ‘great object and end of © 
preaching.- Gop forbid that any one should so far forget thése 
objects, as to-resort to a mere theatrical display, to obtain the 
applause of men! - Gop. forbid that any one should have the 
presumption: to preach himself, instead of preaching “¢ CHRIST 
crucified !” ~ The legitimate object of pulpit, eloquence is to 
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make. men solicitous for the salvation of their own souls ;——not 
to call forth their admiration of the preacher. But he who . 
entertains a just estimation of the nature of his sacred office, 


will be alike secure from affectation on the one*hand, and-from 


coldness on the‘other. .Penetrated with a deep concern for the ~ 
souls. of men; with a strong sense of his accountability to the 
great Head of the Church, whose embassador he is; with an 
awful apprehension of the destiny of everlasting happiness, or 
-everlasting misery, of which he is the minister, his feelings will 
spontaneously break forth, in the solemnity and earnestness of 
his'manner; in the expression of-his countenance, and the tones — 
of his voice. Nature will dictate what neither art nor imitation 


can attain. A mysterious. sympathy will be propagated from 


soul to soul, and the bosomis of the audience will be inspired 
with: the same emotions which animate the preacher: 

_. After the foregoing remarks on the subserviency of learning. 
and eloquence to the ends of the sacred ministry, 1 should feel 


myself inexcusable if 1 did not call your attention to a third 


qualification, more essential than either to the successful dis- : 
charge of its duties :—I allude to personal piety. It is in vain 
to think of i mspiring others with a love and zeal for religion, 


_ unless we feel its influence glow within our own bosom. The 


mere form. of godliness will be unavailing, unless we feel the 
power thereof. We shall be conscious that ‘we are acting a 


om part ; our own hearts will misgive us; and we shall not dare to 


expect, nor shall we. ordinarily receive, a divine blessing on our 
Tal elt i is true, indeed, that the miraculous power of Gop 


Ps 
may raise a man to life, by the bones of a dead prophet; and 


_ the same eracious Being may sometimes so honor his own holy 


word, as to make it a savor of life-unto life, though it proceed 


from the lips of an unworthy minister. . But this is not m.con- 
~sonance with his general dispensations ; for seldom are reluct- 
ant and heartless labors either esteemed of men, or owned and 


blessed of Gop. Besides, it is from the depths of a truly pious 
heart alone, that those sentiments spring up which have the 
greatest influence-on the consciences of men; and if the saving 


‘ truths of the Sage are not eer up in the affections of the 
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speaker, he wili find it an irksome, and a hopeless bel toi impress 


. them on the mind of thevhearer:° . y’ 
~ © Without holiness no man shall see the Lor.” But Go 


requires of his ministers a higher degree of holiness than from 

other men. “For unto whomsoever much jis given, of him 
shall be much required ;” and the ministers of the Gospel are 
consecrated. and set apart, by the very nature of. their OHICes to 
high attainments in sanctification and godliness... ‘They are less 
subjected, than other men, to the temptations of wealth and 
ambition ;-and they are less exposed to the allurements of the 
world. They are required, by the nature of their office, to. be 
more conversant with the Scriptures—to be better acquainte 
with the duties they require, with the promises which incite to 
the performance of them, and with the everlasting sanctions by 
‘which they are enforced. Their persons and their- -talents 
being solemnly consecrated to the services of religion, ‘ ‘ Holi- 
“ ness to the Lorp,” should. be inscribed on the frontlets of their 


foreheads, and on the tablets of their hearts. They should 
withdraw themselves from the. business, the cares, and the 


incumbrances of the world, by which secular men are per- 


plexed, and they should strive to emulate the purity and “zeal 


of the holy angels, who are engaged i in the same work of love . on 
i? 


—being “ministering spirits, sent forth to minister an them 
who shall be heirs of salvation. a” ian 
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